
BIOGRAPHY & COMPOSER NOTES 

 

A poet, songwriter, self-taught religious philosopher, and founder of Peace Child, David was born of 
Greek and Swedish parents in London and lived through the Second World War in a densely bombed 
area of the city. 
  
He entered the music business in 1966 by launching the career of his brother, Cat Stevens, who went on 
to become one of the most internationally acclaimed singer/ songwriters of the 1970s. 
  
In 1969 he started his own song-writing career working with Terry Sylvester of the Hollies and, in 1980, 
went solo as a composer and lyricist creating and producing the oratorio Alpha Omega. 
  
In October 1981, David Gordon worked with Brigadier Michael and Eirwen Harbottle of the World 
Disarmament Campaign, and David Woollcombe and Rosey Simonds to produce Peace Child, a musical 
adaptation of Bernard Benson’s The Peace Book in the Royal Albert Hall. 
  
In September 1985, David co- produced the United Nations Peace Day Festival to launch the United 
Nations International Year of Peace again at the Royal Albert Hall in London. In 1988, David  
founded Peace Child Israel which brought together Arab and Israeli children in theatrical and musical 
workshops dealing with conflict resolution. 
  
In 1990, David moved to the USA and worked with Peace Child International and others to create 
various local programmes in and around Princeton and Trenton, NJ. 
  
He continues to manage some of his brother’s business affairs and play an active role in various 
philanthropic causes. 
 
 

“There is philosophy out there... It can only go so far.  

“There's religion out there... It can only go so far.  

“There is science out there... It can only go so far.  

“So what are we left with? That our world is one giant ship which we are all sailing in, 

and it behoves us all to take care of it. If we don't: it will sink.   We will die.  Our world 

will die. Children are out there shouting this message:  Wake up!   It is my hope that 

Peace Child can herald the same message:  WAKE UP!!!   Peace Child, if let loose and 

allowed to grow, will engender the hope, the faith, and, most importantly – the action! So 

much suffering in the world, so many people leading desperate lives, so many people 

waiting for the promise of change; let the revolution begin. Let it start on a stage, 

somewhere, anywhere." 

 

David Raymond Gordon 

 

 



INTERVIEW about the PEACE CHILD songs 

 



 



 



 



 



 



FULL BIOGRAPHY 
 

David Gordon was born David Raymond Georgioou, the first son of a Swedish mother and a Greek 
Cypriot father. David’s childhood playground was the bombed-out streets of London’s West End – 
and the family’s Moulin Rouge Restaurant in the heart of Soho. It was a world overflowing with 
character and colour, and the restaurant itself was home to a universal family of patronage that 
came to share his father’s many tables.  

 

David was born in 1941 at the height of the Blitz. His mother had to take him to bomb shelters more 
than 200 times in his first year of life. The aftermath of that war left its scars not just on the 
cityscape that was David’s home, but also on his developing mind. He was christened during the 
war as a Church of England protestant – the only church still working. His father was Greek 
Orthodox, his mother, Swedish Baptist – but he was sent to a Catholic school run by nuns. This was 
his introduction to religion: the son of immigrants, David felt very much like an outsider looking in. 
His feelings of alienation were exacerbated because he was not allowed to take part in the Mass or 
have his confession heard.   

 

The trauma of those early years created a yearning for the bucolic peace he had experienced 
during his childhood visits to Sweden with its fairytale landscapes of lakes and farms, forests and 
gentle people. The contrast with London could not have been more profound. In Sweden, he had 
family with aunts, uncles and cousins who accepted him whereas in London, his teenage years 
were filled with the constant threat of gang violence, strident commotion and intense visual 
stimulus. On one side of his restaurant home was Soho with its red light district, full of prostitutes, 
coffee bars and clip joints. On the other side was Piccadilly Circus and Leicester Square – London’s 
throbbing entertainment district full of theatres, clubs, restaurants and bars and slot machine 
arcades.  All of this stirred his questioning mind to absorb and inquire, constantly.   

 

To the North of his home lay the British Museum and Bloomsbury – famous home to great 
publishing houses. To the South lay Covent Garden – the fruit market bustling with barrow boys, 
produce traders, truckers and tramps. To the West lay Oxford Street – the most famous shopping 
metropolis in the world, full of fancy goods for high-end consumers. Contradictions abounded!  

 

Prompted by some providential meetings customers at his father’s Restaurant, and with thinkers 
and writers at the British Museum, David gradually became consumed with a driving need to search 
for the meaning of human existence. He became an ardent reader of the Bible and other 
metaphysical works. This drive led him to develop a great love of philosophy, religion and physics 
that, in turn, awakened in him a sense of the connections between energy, creativity and the 
spirituality within every human being.  

 

His quest to understand the reason for man’s existence combined with his hunger for knowledge 
gave birth to a need in him to express himself through writing and music. He entered the music 
business, first managing the career of his brother, the singer-songwriter, Cat Stevens.  But it was 
through his own writing of songs and lyrics that he was to find and reveal himself. By the end of 
1980, he had completed Alpha Omega – a powerful expression of all that he felt about the universe 
and man’s part within it. The oratorio is divided into two parts: Alpha – the Past, and Omega – the 
future.  The story is told through the first family of man, starting with the arrival of mankind into 
Paradise. The second part reveals many aspects of the modern world, with its follies and dangers.  

 

David describes the work as “non-religious.”  There is no particular dogma as the text is taken from 
many sources including the Bible and the Qu’ran.  His aim is to point a strong and definite 
message: that the real family of mankind can only fulfil its future through love, faith and 
understanding.  

 

And so, for David, the practical and spiritual relationship between mankind and the world / universe 
can only be described as a relationship with God. It is a relationship built, not on blind faith or fear, 
but an ability to face up to the reality of the basic human condition:  we are a living organism and 
our only future lies in discovering God and Paradise here on earth through a love of this world – and 
our fellow human beings.  

https://www.alphaomegamusical.com/

